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IMPORTANT NOTE: The information in this guide is intended to indicate the various regulations 
and Acts of Parliament that cover operations typically undertaken by community woodland 
groups. It does not intend to offer definitive legal interpretation of such regulations. Instead it 
aims to point community groups in the right direction to find out more information, or who to call 
or consult. This guide cannot give a definitive answer for any situation, but it can alert a 
community group to situations that might require further thought and planning. 

For additional clarity please consult with the relevant organisation. 

RULE 1: ALWAYS CONSULT THE RELEVANT AUTHORITY 
BEFORE PROCEEDING! 
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1 Insurance and permissions 

 
1.1 Landowners’ permission 
 
Unless your group owns the woodland, you work in, you will require some form of permission to 
undertake work from the landowner. The process for granting permission will depend not just on 
the nature of the landowner, but also on the relationship between landowner and group. When 
working on land owned by someone else it is important to remember that: 

• When additional permissions are required, such as a felling license, these are usually 
issued to the landowner and not the persons undertaking the actual work. 

• Where breaches of law and regulations occur, it is most often the landowner that is 
exposed to prosecution, as they have allowed the offence to occur. Felling or pruning of 
trees protected by TPO’s is a notable exception to this, where it is the person undertaking 
the work that is considered to have committed the offence. 

 
It is essential therefore that all groups have a clear understanding of: 

• What the landowner has granted permission to do. 
• Any other permissions required by law. 
• The landowner's aims or objectives. 

 
Fostering a good relationship with any landowner is based on clear and honest communication. 
Most issues arise from poor communication and misunderstandings.  Devoting appropriate time 
and effort to maintaining a good relationship between group and landowner should always 
be a priority. 
 

1.2 Methods of securing permission 
 
Some legal, and quasi-legal tools could be used by community groups to gain permission to 
undertake work. What follows is a brief overview but every lease, agreement and contract is 
different. This is not intended to be a legal interpretation of each. 
 
Leases: Where the land is formally leased to a group, the group may take on more responsibility 
and liability as the occupiers of the land. This can vary depending on the nature and terms of the 
lease. 
 
Management agreement: This is a written agreement for a group to undertake certain 
operations, but does not transfer overall control or responsibility for the land. 
 
Management plan: Management plans provide a written record of the planned management 
work. They may form part of any lease or management agreement. A management plan, combined 
with a written letter of authorisation from the landowner, is the simplest form of permission and 
may work well in some instances. However, such plans have very little, if any, legal weight. 
 
Contract: A direct and specific permit to undertake a defined task or tasks. 
 
Under all of these methods, the landowner will usually require certain conditions to be met and 
these will often form part of the agreement itself. Examples of such conditions include: 

• The group having insurance in place and providing evidence to the landowner. 
• Providing advance notice to the landowner of planned work days. 
• Undertaking work at certain times of year. 
• Not accessing the woodland, except on agreed group task days. 
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• Not undertaking certain work, such as burning brash, or not driving a vehicle into the 
wood. 

• To not exceed a certain number of people in the work party. 
• To not bring or invite third parties onto site without the landowners permission. This may 

include council or NRW officers, grant officers and wildlife specialists. 
 
 

1.3 Maintaining a good relationship 
 
Once permission is granted, there still needs to be regular confirmation and review that both 
parties are content with how the agreement is working. Therefore, building time into the schedule 
for regular informal, or formal, reviews is essential. Even when work is clearly defined through a 
written agreement, there can be misunderstanding and ambiguity in what is actually allowed in 
practice. Any concerns should be addressed and resolved immediately.   
 
Tensions can occur when work changes over time, or begins to operate at a different scale. 
Examples of this would be: 

• The landowner allows group members to take a free share of firewood, but if this 
firewood is then sold, particularly in larger volumes, the landowner may wish to review 
the arrangement. 

• A landowner may grant permission for a small lean-to, as a firewood store and shelter. 
Over time this could be expanded, a fire pit added, an additional structure built or it could 
become used for overnight stays or anti-social activities. Its scale, use or location may 
then need to be reviewed. 

• An annual visit by the local school might be acceptable, but this could lead to demand for 
more frequent visits or requests from other schools. 

• Group members might be permitted to undertake felling work but if this is then 
contracted out to a local business, the landowner may wish to use their preferred 
contractor instead. 

• A landowner may grant others additional access. For example, they might allow a 
neighbour to horse ride in the wood, or perhaps permit them to shoot squirrels or rabbits 
with an air rifle. 

 

1.4 Insurance 
 
Note: In all cases check with your insurer directly, as it will be up to them exactly what they require 
you to do. 
 
All groups need insurance to operate. This should always be required by the landowner, to 
reduce liability for any damage or injury caused by allowing access to woodland. 
 
The level and cost of insurance will be dependent on the nature of your group. If the group 
changes, or begins to operate in a different way, it is essential that the insurance cover is reviewed. 
In all cases, it is better to be clear of the position with regard to insurance before there is any need 
to claim. Increased, or altered, insurance cover could potentially be required for: 

• A group operating solely in a voluntary capacity. 
• A group owning the land: insurance cover will be required for the land, any buildings and 

for any public access. 
• A group that undertakes contracted work for hire or reward would need insurance beyond 

that offered to volunteer groups. 
• Groups that have employees. 
• Groups that provide services or work directly with other groups. 
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• Anyone working with specific groups - children or adults with learning difficulties for 
example. 

• Buildings and their contents. 
• Any tools or other equipment if stored in private houses, cars or sheds belonging to group 

members. 
 
Important points to remember about insurance: 

• Insurance is usually offered on an annual basis, so make sure the person responsible for 
renewing it knows when it expires. 

• The insurer should be contacted well in advance of the renewal date to discuss whether 
any of the terms and conditions have changed. 

• Insurance cover must always be suitable for the intended work. 
• When obtaining insurance through a broker, they may shop around to get you a better 

deal. This may mean the insurance is provided by a different company: checks must be 
made to ensure it is a like-for-like policy and any changes noted. 

• Some individual group members may have personal accident insurance. 
• Group members who use their own vehicles on behalf of the group must check that they 

are adequately insured. Typically motor insurance does not cover damage sustained 
driving off-road, nor may it cover damage to a trailer owned by someone else. If hire and 
reward is involved, the vehicle may need to be insured for work as well as domestic use. 

 
 

 

2 Site management and responsibilities 
 
2.1 Site risk assessments 

 
Completing a risk assessment for the site is an essential task, particularly if it is accessible to the 
public. This is similar to the risk assessments undertaken for practical tasks, but with some 
important differences. Where the group are the landowner, or have management responsibility 
for publicly accessible land, they have a duty of care to ensure that the site is safe for people to 
visit, as far as is reasonably practicable. 
 
The owners/managers of publicly accessible land should have suitable insurance cover in place 
to cover public access. Insurers might require a site risk assessment to be undertaken. The 
purpose of the assessment is to: 

• Assess the risk posed by site features to visitors. 
• Identify what could reasonably be done to make the site less hazardous. 
• Consider how these hazards can influence management operations being undertaken on 

site. 
 

2.2 Identifying hazards 
The site risk assessment seeks to identify and consider hazards inherent to the site. It should 
encompass: 

• Natural features, such as steep banks. 
• Man-made features, for example roads, walls and fences. 
• Temporary hazards, such as areas of pathway that are known to flood in high rainfall. 
• Hazards that can be reasonably anticipated to occur, such as a windblown trees. 
• Hazards created by other users, including litter, horses, livestock, cyclists, and dogs. 
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The process of creating a site risk assessment should be beneficial. It will help a group better 
understand the site they are managing. Attempting to look at the site with fresh eyes, and 
especially from the perspective of a first-time visitor, can help to understand how visitors behave 
and help to anticipate how they will treat the site. 
 
Consider: 

• Boundaries: Are fences and walls intact, or could someone trip over sagging wire or fallen 
stones? It is safe to climb over, should anyone need to? Are there steep drops or wet 
ground on the other side? Are all gates and stiles in good repair? 

• Roads: Is there good visibility at crossing points? Do visitors have to walk along the road 
to access the site? Is there a pavement? Do road signs provide suitable information? Are 
driveways, lay-bys and car parks easily seen and safely accessible? 

• Structures: Are there any buildings on site? Are any disused? Are there ruined buildings 
or structures? Where present, what is the condition of the benches, gates, barriers and 
signs the public may encounter? Are there any overhead, or underground, pipes or cables? 

• Ground conditions: Are there areas of steep, or wet, ground? Are any sheer drops like 
quarry faces present? Are there any sizeable pits, wet hollows, ponds or areas of 
temporary standing water? 

• Paths: Any problems with path surfaces, such as roots or protruding stones? Are there 
areas of steep slopes, or paths with ditched to the side? Does the surface wash away? How 
accessible is the path for elderly users, users with limited mobility, users with pushchairs, 
wheelchair users, cyclists or horse riders? What visibility is there for users on the path? 
Are there places where paths cross? Do horse riders or cyclists move fast along any 
particular sections? Are there any steps or handrails? 

• Animals and plants: Any dangerous trees? (See Tree Safety Inspections). Any injurious, or 
poisonous, plants? Are there any livestock on site? Is dog fouling a problem on the site? 

• Trees: Defined zones for tree hazards are discussed under Tree Safety Inspections. 

 
 

2.3 Dealing with hazards 
 
Once a hazard has been identified, the next step is to consider whether there are any reasonable 
actions that can be taken to reduce the likelihood of the hazard causing injury. 

• Can the hazard be removed? For example, the removal of derelict fencing. 
• Can the hazard be avoided? Perhaps by creating a new path with a shallower slope, or one 

that goes around a veteran tree. 
• Can the level of the hazard be reduced? Building steps, or adding a handrail, can improve 

the safety of a steep path. 
• If nothing can be done to remove or reduce the hazard, consider what implications this 

has on management work and visitor access. 
 
Natural hazards: There is often very little that can be done to make natural features less 
hazardous. Steep slopes, sheer cliffs and wet ground are often valued features of the landscape. 
These can have wildlife value and therefore it is preferable that they remain unchanged. However, 
identifying the hazard can inform activities and events. The risk assessment can be used to best 
decide the most suitable route for a guided walk for senior citizens, or to determine the best 
location for a children’s activity. Cyclists can be encouraged to use, or avoid, certain tracks. Very 
hazardous areas can be fenced off, or signs erected. 
 
Man-made hazards: All man-made hazards need to be made safe. This is particularly true for 
those areas where visitors would expect to have safe access. Paths, steps, handrails, gates, benches 
and fences should always be safe for visitors to use. 
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Anticipated hazards: These are hazards that can reasonably be expected to appear, and can be 
both natural and man-made. It is always reasonable to expect fallen trees in a woodland, 
particular in areas of exposure or where the trees are leaning. It is also reasonable to expect 
benches and other similar structures to rot, or otherwise become damaged and unstable over 
time. Checking for these hazards should form part of regular site inspections. 
 

3 Site inspections 
 
Site inspections are regular, formalised reviews of the condition of your woodland and any 
structures or hazards. Formalised doesn’t have to mean particularly onerous, or even detailed, but 
it should mean: 

• Consistent checking of those features and hazards where change can be expected to occur. 
• Checks are undertaken at appropriate intervals. 
• There is a written record of the inspection. 

 
In most cases, the inspection can simply be a checklist of the features to inspect within the site. 
Gates, fences, benches, posts, steps, handrails, signs and other structures should be listed in a 
logical and repeatable route around the woodland. A map of the features is always useful. This can 
then be marked to show new features such as an uprooted tree, an eroding section of path or 
where a fence post needs replacing. Using a list ensures everything is covered, the task can be 
repeated by any group member and the document can be filed to form a record of the inspection. 
 
How regularly inspections are undertaken will depend on how well visited the site is. Busy sites 
should be checked monthly, while rarely visited sites should be checked at least annually. 
Undertaking ad-hoc inspections as required can also be useful. The frequency will depend on 
what your group feels is necessary, but consider: 

• Checking in early autumn, to determine whether there is anything to add to the winter 
work program. 

• Checking in early spring, to see if there is any winter storm or rainfall damage. 
• Checking before and after any major events or activities. 

 
Site inspections can also include specific trees, though these do require special attention. 
 

 

4 Tree safety inspections 
 
Owners of public access land should undertake regular inspections of trees to identify those that 
could be hazardous. This is a specialist task due to the difficulty and uncertainty in identifying 
and quantifying the hazard a tree or branch may pose. Tree inspections can be costly. Community 
groups can help to keep the cost down by determining which trees need to be inspected, removing 
the need for large areas of the woodland to be inspected. 
 
The Forestry Commission's ‘Hazards from Trees guide’ provides good advice and should be 
referred to for more detail. 
 

• All trees are potential hazards. The purpose of the inspection is to identify those where 
the likelihood of falling is higher, due to visible signs of structural weakness. 

• Trees are only hazards where they can damage people or property. 
• The likelihood of the tree causing injury to people is influenced by how often the 

hazardous area is actually occupied by people. 
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Not every single tree needs to be inspected in detail. A valuable task that can form part of the site 
risk assessment or site inspection is to divide a woodland into various zones based upon the level 
of occupation. How often areas are occupied, combined with the condition of a tree, will determine 
the risk of damage or injury. Sites are often divided into three zones, though more or less could be 
appropriate on a particular site: 
 
Zone 1: Frequently occupied area such as: 

• The boundaries where trees would fall into private gardens. 
• Alongside roads. 
• Around car parks. 
• Along major public access routes. 
• Well used seating or picnic areas. 

Zone 2: Regularly occupied areas such as: 
• Public access routes. 
• Minor, private access roads. 
• Infrequently used seating areas. 

Zone 3: Rarely used areas 
• Woodland well away from paths. 
• Steep areas without access routes. 

 
The zoning will help determine both how often trees should be inspected and at what point their 
risk becomes high enough to trigger the need to take action. All too often trees are felled as a 
reaction to any damage. Healthy trees are very adaptive to coping with damage: shed limbs, 
broken crowns and split branches are all part of the natural development of trees. Many trees will 
go on to live for many decades after suffering such damage, provided the tree is able to adapt by 
putting on new growth to reinforce the weakened areas. Inspecting how well the tree has reacted 
or coped with damage is at least as important as noting the damage itself. 
 
As noted above, determining the risk a given tree poses does depend on its structural condition. 
This requires a skilled assessor, but some things to look out for are: 

• Lifting root plates. 
• Cracks, splits and rot holes. 
• Increased leaning. 
• Fungal growth around the base of the trunk. 
• Stretched or buckled bark. 

 
 

4.1 Dealing with hazardous trees 

 
When it has been determined that some response is required to reduce the risk from a given tree 
some important points must be considered: 

• If the tree has a TPO on it, or is within a Conservation Area, consent will be required. 
• Trees felled still contribute to the volume allowed under a Felling License, or towards the 

limit allowed before a license is needed. 
• Birds and bats may be present within the tree and must be considered. 

 
Generally speaking, the preservation of life and property would be considered of primary 
importance. However, it is rare that a tree suddenly becomes such a significant hazard that action 
must be taken immediately, with no time available to allow the relevant authority to be consulted. 
If a tree inspection identifies that a tree has suddenly become extremely hazardous, the relevant 
bodies should be urgently informed. The risk should be reduced by closing paths and using 
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temporary fencing rather than hastily felling or de-limbing the tree. This is particularly true for 
trees protected by a TPO, those in a Conservation Area or any that are likely to hold bats. Where 
the tree has become windblown, has shed branches or broken its crowns, the damage has already 
been caused and work will be required to make the tree safe. Again, relevant authorities should 
be contacted immediately. Taking photographs showing any damage, and the proximity to 
property and people, is always useful. 

 
It is impossible to provide any fixed advice as every tree and situation is unique. 

 
 

5 Organising work parties and working with volunteers 
5.1 Organising a work party 
 
Regular work parties are a feature of many woodland groups. Litter picking, tree work, path 
maintenance and other activities often form the core participation element of a community 
woodland group. 
 
Planning tasks: 

• Tasks should ideally be planned in advance, so that an annual or seasonal work plan can 
be prepared. 

• Consider the windows available to undertake the work (see Timing of Works). 
• Determine which tasks are the most important. 
• Identify the more difficult or hazardous tasks. Can other jobs be done first to make the 

task easier, or less hazardous? 
• If certain tasks need specific people, or certain numbers of people, determine when might 

be the best time to arrange this. If you have a difficult tree to fell, it might be best done 
when two chainsaw operators are available. If there is a lot of wood to move, it might be 
best to have lots of hands on that day. If you have a very tricky, or very skilled, task to do 
consider a day when there are fewer, but still enough, volunteers so you can focus on the 
one task. 

• Most problems and issues that arise during work days can be avoided by good 
preparation. 

• Several group members can divide the various preparatory tasks among themselves, in 
order to share the work out evenly. 

• On tasks days, it is always best to have a single person in charge. A task supervisor is 
needed to provide safety briefings, work instructions and take decisions on altering tasks, 
or cancelling the session due to poor weather. While these decisions can be taken by 
discussing among the group, it always needs one person to make a final decision. Having 
a clear supervisor helps other volunteers understand their role: they will know who to 
ask if there is a problem, who to speak to if they have a concern and who to ask for 
guidance. 

 
 
Preparation before the task day should include 

• Deciding on what task to complete. Plan for a minimum number of volunteers to attend. 
Have additional goals or tasks ready for any extra people who turn up. 

• Make sure you have all the materials needed for the task. 
• Ensure that you have all the required tools and ensure that they are in good condition. 

This should include a properly stocked First Aid kit. 
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• Make sure you have all necessary consumable items like fuel and oil. Ensure you have 
more than you need to make sure you do not run out halfway through. 

• Have risk assessments that cover both the location and nature of the planned task. 
• Check the weather forecasts and consider under what conditions you would consider 

cancelling the task. A MET office weather warning should definitely make the supervisor 
consider curtailing, changing or even cancelling the planned task. 

• Consider where volunteers will meet, how you will access the work area and whether 
vehicles or machines will be needed. 

• Determine the order to tackle the planned tasks. Do the most urgent jobs first, as you need 
to make sure they get done. If nothing is urgent, do the most difficult and hazardous jobs 
first. This allows more time to be careful and avoids a race against the clock with possibly 
fading light. 

• Determine whether all volunteers will remain in one location, or whether people will be 
spread out and working in different areas. Decide whether there are enough experienced 
people to supervise smaller work parties, away from the main group. 

• Decide on a suitable location to act as a base. This can be used to store bags, first aid kit, 
fuel and spare tools. It can also act as a meeting point and gathering place for lunch and 
breaks. Many woodlands will have dedicated areas set aside as a base for work parties. 
These may include a shelter, fire pit, composting toilet, seating and other facilities. A base-
camp is a necessary focus within a woodland and helps keep both people and equipment 
together. 

 
 
Taking breaks 

• Breaks are an important element of working parties and are often the most popular part 
of the day! 

• Breaks provide essential time for social interaction. They also allow opportunities to 
reinforce safety information, revise tasks and discuss future work. 

• Taking breaks at set times is a useful way to bring everyone back together when 
volunteers are spread out. 

• Bringing everyone together, along with tools and safety kit also helps keep track of your 
equipment. This is particularly useful when volunteers might use the break time to change 
jobs. 
 

5.2 Working with Volunteers 
 
Most community woodland groups will be run by volunteers, though some have paid or 
contracted staff. Many small groups, where everyone is a volunteer, have operated successfully for 
years without the need for formalised volunteer management. Good communication, trust and 
honesty can all be used as a suitable basis for how volunteers work. However, larger groups 
particularly those with paid staff will often require more consideration for how volunteers are 
managed. Successfully working with volunteers requires recognition of their needs and should be 
considered differently to working with paid staff. 
 
Paid staff have a well-defined relationship with the employer. There will be a written contract that 
determines where and when they work, and for how long, in order to complete certain tasks. 
Employees have protected rights, can expect certain concessions from employers, are protect the 
Health & Safety at Work act and will be have a range of policies and procedures that guide their 
employment and conduct at work. 
 
Volunteers may not be protected or supported by any of the above. Management, support, 
protection, and development of volunteers requires a different approach. This is usually best 
covered by developing a written policy for volunteers. The Wales Council for Voluntary Action and 
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local Voluntary Associations can provide advice on developing volunteer policies and provide 
training course tailored to volunteer management. Volunteer policies provide a framework for 
both volunteers and staff to understand what is expected of them. Volunteers have different needs. 
People volunteer for different reasons. Getting up to go out in all weathers and perform physically 
demanding tasks without financial reward requires a degree of self-motivation. Volunteers will 
often have personal reasons for devoting their time to a project. Finding out what motivates them 
will help retain volunteers, make them feel valued and ultimately make them more effective. Some 
of the more common reasons why people volunteer include: 

• Social contact. 
• Physical exercise. 
• To provide a direct benefit to their local environment. 
• To learn new skills. 
• To gain experience, if working towards a career is a related field. 
• Completing volunteer hours for a scheme such as Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
• Personal interest in the work. 

 
As part of understanding volunteers, it is often of value to consider undertaking a skills audit. 
Working out what volunteers can provide benefits both volunteer and group, as people can bring 
their own expertise which is often very rewarding. Simple lists of skills and interests can help 
guide volunteer training and development. 
 
Volunteers will contribute different skills and different amounts of time. Volunteers will 
frequently cover a range of tasks from basic to potentially highly skilled. Consider the following 
examples: 

• A volunteer warden, who undertakes site checks and monitoring in an informal capacity 
while walking their dog. 

• An unskilled volunteer who participates in practical tasks. 
• A skilled chainsaw user who participates in practical tasks, also using their vehicle and 

trailer to help the group deliver work. 
• A trustee or director. 
• A volunteer who completes and files formal accounts. 

 
This broad range of different tasks covered by volunteers can raise some issues that would need 
further consideration, particularly when rewards or recognition is involved. Issues that might 
occur are: 

• How, if at all, are the volunteer hours recorded for people working alone or outside of any 
formal work party, such as the accountant or the warden? 

• If there is any reward linked to volunteer hours, are all hours considered of equal value 
regardless of the task undertaken? 

• How are spaces on training course, visits or similar allocated and is this dependant on 
volunteer hours or directed towards those with certain skills? 

• If volunteers are qualified chainsaw users, who should provide their protective kit, fuel 
and oil? 

• Can volunteers who use their vehicles be rewarded, or paid for mileage? 
• If firewood or timber is shared out, does this include volunteers that provide non practical 

support, or is it in some way tied to the number of volunteer hours contributed? 
 
It is important to be consistent. Volunteers must understand their role before deciding to devote 
their time to the work. This should help avoid misunderstandings and tensions between 
volunteers, reducing instances where volunteers do not feel valued. 
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5.3 Timing of works 
 
Undertaking work at the correct time can be essential, or it can make the work much easier. It’s 
often valuable to have an outline plan for what your group wants to do over the next 12-24 
months: 
 

1. Work out where you have fixed windows of work. 
2. Identify where there are deadline dates and work back to ensure you can complete 

everything you need on time. 
3. Identify when you have spare time and identify what other tasks need to be done. 

 
Fixed windows for work. 
Consider which tasks are limited to the season when they can be done. There is very little 
flexibility on this so fixing them into an annual work program will identify when there is spare 
time available for other tasks. Examples would be: 

• Tree felling should be done outside of the bird-nesting season. 
• Many wildlife surveys are very limited to the time of year they can be performed 

accurately. 
• You may have an area of the site that is particularly wet for much of the year. If access is 

required for a small tractor to extract timber, this might need to wait until August or 
September. Hopefully, at this time, the drier conditions will reduce any impact the vehicle 
might have. 

• The landowner might request that fencing work is completed before spring lambing. 
 
Working to deadlines. 
There will often be specific dates for completion of work, for example: 

• Completing the work paid for by a grant. Many grants have to be spent within the 
stipulated financial year. Mid-March is usually a busy time as most grant work, and its 
corresponding paperwork, will need to have been completed by this time. 

• Annual events. If you have a guided walk on the May Day bank holiday each year, your 
group will need to have checked and cleared the route, advertised the event and made any 
other arrangements well before the beginning of the month. Properly timetabling this 
helps to avoid last minute rushes. 

• Permits, or conditions on permits, might have fixed deadlines. 
 
Emergency or priority tasks. 
While by their very nature these cannot be anticipated, they can be planned for. Examples would 
be: 

• Ensure you have an extra day free before a big event to cover any delays or last minute 
problems. 

• Don’t fill every single task day over winter with planned work. Keep a day spare to deal 
with winter windblown trees, or to replace days cancelled due to illness and bad weather. 
If every day is planned there is no slack to deal with the unexpected. 
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6 Tree Felling 
6.1 Felling licenses 
Felling anything, other than small amounts of timber for the personal use of the landowner, will 
require a felling license. It is understood that the interpretation of “sold”, within the felling license 
exemptions, includes the gifting or taking of timber by anyone other than the landowner. You will 
require a felling license if: 

• You intend to fell more than 5 cu m per calendar quarter, or more than 2 cu m if sold. 
• Coppicing where stools are over 15cm diameter. 
• Thinnings, where the trees are greater that 12cm dbh (dbh= diameter at breast height, 

taken to be 1.3m above ground level). 

Felling licenses are intended to help regulate the timber supply industry. Most community 
woodland management involves coppicing and/or thinning which might require a license, but 
permission is likely to be granted. Operations that involve clear felling will appear on a public 
register and be subject to consultation. These therefore require a longer time to be granted. In all 
instances, a purpose of the license is to ensure that the woodland area is restocked to ensure that 
there is not a gradual loss of woodland cover within the UK. Felling Licenses are issued to the 
landowner, not the community group, and are issued by NRW. Contact your local office for help in 
determining whether a Felling License is required. Licenses can sometimes be issued with 
conditions. 

6.2 Tree Preservation Orders 
Some trees are offered protection through Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs). This protection 
prevents the trees from being felled or pruned without permission of the Local Authority. TPOs 
are granted to trees that have high landscape or amenity value and are most often found in built 
up areas, rather than the open countryside. Street trees, trees in churchyards or parks, some 
garden trees and any other tree of notable age, size or cultural interest could be protected by a 
TPO. TPOs can also be granted to groups of trees. 

Before undertaking tree work, you should contact your local planning authority to confirm 
whether any of the trees are subject to TPOs. If these trees require work to either reduce risk of 
causing damage or to help prolong the life of the tree, the Local Authority Tree Officer should be 
contacted immediately and discussions opened into the appropriate method and nature of any 
intended work. It is usually necessary to commission a report from a qualified arborist, stating 
the need to undertake tree management and a detailed schedule of what works are required. 

6.3 Trees within Conservation Areas 
Building Conservation Areas mark areas of urban development that have a particular character. 
Development in these areas is more tightly controlled to ensure that this character is preserved. 
Any tree within a Conservation Area is effectively covered by protection similar to a TPO. Often a 
background of woodland, or a line of street trees, is considered an integral part of the character 
of the built environment. Contact the Local Authority Building Conservation Officer, or other 
person within the Planning Department, to discuss any tree or woodland management. 

6.4 Disposing of brash 
Woodland management work always produces large quantities of material from small branches 
and treetops. While this can increase the volume of deadwood and provide habitat space when 
piled up, in some woodland it may not be appropriate to leave large piles of brash. When large 
amounts of brash have been generated there may not be space for it all and it can be a fire risk on 
certain sites. Controlled burning of cut material is often the most effective means to dispose of the 
brash. When undertaken in the open countryside (i.e. outside a private garden), the intention to 
burn wood waste must be registered with NRW via a D7 Exemption using form WEX001. 
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Burn sites should be carefully selected and always risk assessed. Things to consider are how the 
spread of smoke may cause a nuisance, the distance brash will need to be dragged in order to 
reach the fire, and the proximity to access points and footpaths. Fires should always be sited well 
away from mature trees, as the heat can damage the root system below. For woodland that will 
see a lot of active management, consider designating specific fire sites and using these each year. 

It is also advisable to call the local fire service and inform them of where and when burning will 
take place, leaving a contact name and number. This will help them to determine whether the fire 
service is actually required if the fire is reported by someone else. 

Another means of brash disposal is to convert it into wood chip which reduces its volume 
considerably and generates a useful product as mulch for flowerbeds and allotments; mulch can 
also be used to surface paths. Alternatively, small twigs and sticks can be broken up and bagged 
and used as a kindling material to save chopping and splitting. 

6.5 Application of pesticides 
While the use of pesticides is not an attractive option for many community groups, they can 
sometimes be the only means of tackling problems such as Japanese Knotweed. Pesticides must 
be stored, mixed and applied following strict regulations and only by a suitably qualified person. 
The choice of pesticide to use should also be carefully considered for the task in hand. In 
particular, certain pesticides cannot be used near to water due to their chemical properties and 
their effect on freshwater environments. Natural Resources Wales must be informed when using 
pesticides near to water. 

While using pesticides might make many people uncomfortable it is worth remembering that the 
chemicals used today are much less harmful than those used in the past. DDT in particular caused 
a great deal of environmental damage. Many modern pesticides degrade into harmless 
compounds within weeks or can be quite specific in the types of plants they affect. The decision 
to use pesticides should never be taken lightly. However, it should always be remembered that 
many household chemicals such as motor oil, bleach, paint thinners, timber treatment and drain 
cleaners can be far more damaging to human health and the environment than some of the pest 
control products currently on the market. 

 

7 Environment and wildlife 
 

7.1 Protected and rare wild species - general 
Finding out if the woodland you are working in is home to any protected species is essential. A 
first step would be to check for any recorded wildlife sightings by contacting your Local Records 
Centre. Where protected species are present, the Natural Resources Wales should be contacted 
and consulted on whether you need to take any special measures. The local Wildlife Trust, or the 
local Biodiversity Officer/Ecologist, should also be able to provide advice. 

7.2 Nesting birds 
It is an offence to disturb nesting birds. The presence or absence of nesting birds can be difficult 
to assess and there are uncertainties regarding what constitutes “nesting” activity. It is simplest 
to avoid tree works, and particularly tree felling, during the bird nesting season between 1st March 
to 1st September.  With mild springs, or warm late summers, it is still possible birds will be nesting 
outside this period. 

While the felling of a tree would clearly be disturbance, other operations could conceivably also 
constitute disturbance, such as prolonged chainsaw use, or high levels of activity within the 
woodland. While tree felling may occur throughout the year, careful planning should aim to avoid 
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any need for this and therefore reduce the possibility of disturbing nesting birds. Any tree work 
during the nesting season should be strictly limited to minor branch pruning to facilitate access. 
In situations where there is a risk to health or property, such as a dangerously hung up tree, it may 
be necessary to undertake work immediately. However, this should be limited only to undertaking 
the work required to ensure safety. 

Key points to ensure nesting birds remain undisturbed 
 

• Nesting is more likely to occur in either larger trees, or in small trees with dense crowns. 
Plan to fell these as early in the felling season as you can. 

• Smaller trees that are covered in dense ivy are also attractive nesting sites. Therefore, 
either consider leaving them or fell them well before the start of the nesting season. 

• Approaching the end of February, consider whether you can spend time felling trees and 
leaving them on the ground, with only a minimum of pruning/cutting. While this may not 
be ideal, you can use a date in early March to come and prune and log up the felled trees. 
Be aware of the need to keep a tidy work site: avoid blocking access points or footpaths 
with felled trees. It may look untidy, but this should only be for a few weeks. 

• Don't waste your task days burning brash or extracting timber. There will be plenty of time 
for this in the spring months. 

• Small saplings and recent, or small, coppice is unlikely to support nesting birds. This small 
stuff can be felled after 1st March but check first before you start. Birds flying about looking 
busy, together with any bird song, are sure signs that the birds are selecting territories 
and should be left undisturbed. 

• The most efficient way of felling and clearing is if two people support one chainsaw user. 
The chainsaw user can then spend all day felling, pruning and cutting up without having 
to pause to clear up. This job is the responsibility of the two accompanying helpers. Be 
aware of working around a chainsaw user and check the risk assessments provided. 
 

7.3 Roosting bats 
As with nesting birds, it is an offence to disturb bats while roosting, but it is also an offence to 
destroy a roost. This differs from nesting birds in that once a bird has completed nesting activity 
it may no longer be protected. Also, an empty bird's nest is also likely no longer protected. Bat 
roosts are offered full protection, regardless of whether or not they are currently occupied. There 
are 12 species of bat recorded in Wales, and each favour different places to roost. In addition, bats 
may use different roosts for resting, raising young or at different times of the year. 

Many of our native species will roost within trees, usually within holes and crevices but also 
within dense ivy growth during summer. Bats are small animals and can access splits and holes 
perhaps only 1cm or greater wide. Old trees are more likely to contain cracks, splits and rot holes 
that provided suitable roosting space. 

Trees that are planned to be felled should be inspected in the summer before felling is scheduled. 
Splits, rot holes, branch stubs and wounds are all potential bat roosts and an inspection by eye 
and using binoculars for higher branches can usually detect these features. If features are present 
within trees scheduled for felling, a dusk observation with a bat detector can help to confirm 
whether roosting bats are present. If in any doubt, contact your local bat group or NRW office. 

In most instances, community woodland groups would not plan to fell trees of great age but bats 
can still roost in young trees, particularly if they have damage such as shed or broken branches 
which can offer roosting opportunities within the stubs. 
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7.4 Dormice 
Dormice are a protected species and are found in woodlands and hedgerows, particularly hazel 
coppice. They can be difficult to detect and so suitable woodland near to known populations 
should be surveyed before woodland management starts. The simplest way to is to examine fallen 
hazel nuts for the distinctive gnaw pattern left by dormice. If in doubt, send the collected nuts to 
your local Wildlife Trust and they will be able to confirm whether it has been eaten by a dormouse. 

All woodland management tasks can potentially disturb or damage dormouse habitat but 
sensitively managed woodlands can actually benefit this species. In all cases, contact the local 
NRW office for advice. A carefully prepared management plan should allow woodland 
management to continue while improving or at least avoiding damage to dormouse habitat. 

7.5 Badgers and badger setts 
Both badgers and their setts are protected under the Badgers Act. Most woodland management 
is unlikely to directly impact on badgers, but any works involving ground excavations can damage 
setts. Typically, this would be works such as creating surfaced paths, new access routes or 
installing a bench close to a sett. Surfaced paths and ground works should be routed away from 
badger setts. Where this is not possible, ground works should be dug by hand rather than 
machine. In all cases, contact NRW for advice. 

7.6 Protected sites – SSSIs and SACs 
Some areas of woodland are designated due to their high nature conservation value. You should 
be aware of any such designation. All such sites should have a management plan, or at least a 
management statement, that details both appropriate and inappropriate management. When a 
group undertakes contract jobs or one-off work on sites owned and managed by others they 
should first check to see if there are any special designations in place. Some protected sites may 
be affected by work undertaken on nearby land. Rivers are an excellent example of this, as the 
boundary of the protected area will often be the river banks, but management of the adjacent 
woodland could damage the protected site through soil and silt deposition or bank 
destabilisation. 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) are UK based designations. Such sites contain high 
quality examples of habitat, or important populations of species known as the site features. While 
the entire site is offered protection, it is the designated features that are of importance. Any works 
undertaken on site need permission from NRW and an application to undertake works would 
need to demonstrate that the special features are not adversely impacted. Only the landowner can 
apply and be granted SSSI consent, third parties cannot be consented. 

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) are a European designation. All SACs are also SSSIs, though 
there may be differences in their boundaries. These sites are more strictly protected than SSSIs 
and any proposed work may need to go through a rigorous and detailed assessment process. For 
any management on or near to SACs sites, NRW should be contacted well in advance of any work. 

7.7 Scheduled Ancient Monuments -SAMs 
Another type of protected site, a Scheduled Ancient Monument, is a site of historic or cultural 
value. Some of these, such as castle ruins, are obvious but many are small burial mounds and 
earthworks. Once obscured by woodland they can easily be mistaken for old field boundaries or 
quarry sites. Some may not be noticeable at all. The presence of SAMs should be checked before 
management work starts and CADW consulted. For any works, it might be necessary to apply for 
consent. Some woodland management might benefit the SAM, for example opening it up to be 
viewed or helping to preserve its integrity by preventing further damage from tree roots. 
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7.8 Invasive, non-native species 
It is an offence to cause certain pest species to grow in the wild. However, this does not confer a 
duty upon a landowner to remove any pest species present, unless they are causing a nuisance to 
neighbouring landowners. In any case, the eradication of invasive non-native species should be a 
management aim for every woodland. Four species are frequently found in Welsh woodlands; 
Rhododendron, Himalayan balsam, Japanese knotweed and Giant hogweed. 

Rhododendron can be eradicated by cutting down large shrubs, pulling up smaller seedlings and 
treating cut stumps with a suitable pesticide. 

Himalayan balsam can be easily pulled up before, or during, flowering before the seed has fully 
developed. As an annual plant, preventing seed development will eradicate the plant, once any 
seed in the soil has been exhausted. This can take several years on sites with dense or established 
growth. Once pulled out it is important that it is not allowed to root again. Piling pulled plants in 
the sun or on a plastic sheet should quickly kill them off. 

Japanese knotweed cannot be killed by pulling or cutting and in fact both of these can actually 
cause the plant to spread as it grows readily from small fragments of the root system. The only 
effective method of control is repeated treatment with pesticide, sometimes over several years 
and with follow up sprays to ensure that any remaining fragments are killed off. Tackling Japanese 
knotweed is usually beyond the skills of a community group. 

Giant hogweed is not only invasive but poses a serious health risk due to its hairy stems and 
leaves which cause severe skin irritation and blistering. Any attempts to control it should only be 
carried out by properly trained persons. The most effective way to tackle it is by pesticide 
application in spring when the plant is small. It grows from seed, so as with Himalayan balsam it 
can finally be eradicated by exhausting the seed source. 

 

7.9 Pollution to water courses 
Pollution to water courses can cause significant environmental damage. Accidental spills of 
chainsaw fuel, damage to the underside of a vehicle or a punctured bag of cement are all likely 
pollution risks when managing woodland sites. The best method of prevention is to ensure that 
all chemicals are stored and used well away from water courses by effective work-site planning. 
For example dedicate a single chainsaw fuelling point well away from streams or ponds. If 
accidental spills occur, it is important to be ready to contain any spill and prevent it flowing or 
washing into a watercourse. Spills can be absorbed by sand or soil and then contaminated areas 
dug out and bagged up for disposal at an appropriate landfill/recycling site. Any major pollution 
incident should be reported to NRW immediately. 

While release of soil and silt into watercourses is a natural process of water movement, extensive 
deposits of soil material into a watercourse can cause unacceptable environmental damage. Silt 
release can affect water clarity and water chemistry (in particular, oxygen content). Silt can also 
collect on the stream bed, smothering the gravel beds used for fish spawning. Any ground 
excavations near to watercourses should be carefully planned to minimise the release of soil into 
the stream. Vehicle movements across streams can also cause significant release of silt/soil 
material and should be minimised through careful selection of crossing points, reducing vehicle 
movements and carrying out operations such as timber extraction in drier months. 

While any pollution should be avoided, this is particularly true if it might affect the residential 
supply to a property. In many parts of rural Wales, isolated homes and farms obtain their water 
from springs and aquifers rather than through the domestic mains water supply. It is important 
to determine whether any domestic water supplies receive water from a woodland under 
management. 
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8 Property and infrastructure 
8.1 Damage to property 
Woodland groups could be liable for the cost of any property damaged as a result of their 
activities. While common sense dictates that felling trees onto cars and greenhouses is clearly 
avoidable, it is important to remember that fences and walls are also the property of someone. 
Felling trees along a boundary can easily cause significant damage to fences, as once crushed by 
tree weight they will never return to the correct tension. Furthermore, damage to fences can cause 
stock to stray causing serious highway safety issues as well as immense frustration to farmers. 
With experience, it should be clear when there is the potential to cause damage during tree felling. 
Some alternatives may be: 

• Felling using a winch. This is a skilled task, but can be an effective way of controlling the 
direction of tree fall away from property. 

• Removing the fence. It may be possible to arrange with the fence owner to take down stock 
netting and barbed wire during felling and replace once the trees have been felled. This 
will often be too big a job, although it can sometimes be arranged when the fence is in 
need of replacing. It can offer a useful opportunity to fell additional overhanging trees, 
before the fence is replaced. 

• Tree surgery. Where trees cannot be felled without causing damage, tree surgeons can 
dismantle a tree in small sections and bring these to the ground in a controlled manner. 
This often occurs with tall garden trees that require removal. However this is an expensive 
option, due to the time taken to cut and lower small branches one at a time. 
 

8.2 Overhead services 
Overhead lines are usually power or telephone lines. In all cases, felling of trees close to overhead 
lines should be avoided by community woodland groups. As a rule “close” to overhead lines means 
within 2 tree lengths of the line, using the tallest tree along the overhead line route as your 
measure. Felling trees onto lines can cause damage, inconvenience and has the risk of severe 
injury. It is a highly dangerous situation if a felled tree causes live overhead power lines to become 
broken or causes damage to their insulators. The individual felling the tree can be liable for the 
damage and cost of repair, which can be considerable. 

If trees near to power lines need to be felled to effectively manage the woodland, the District 
Network Operator (DNO) should be contacted to arrange for the trees to be felled by the DNO or 
their qualified contractors. Power lines and telephone lines should have small signs on the 
supporting poles that indicate its location (usually by means of a number) and whether it is power 
or telephone. 

The DNOs are private companies charged with maintaining these power distribution lines. They 
have a legal responsibility to keep lines clear of trees and periodically perform maintenance, 
including the clearance of branches and trees. The DNO can enter land and undertake the work, 
though should attempt to inform and agree access with the landowner prior to commencing work. 

For telephone lines, the owner of the tree should take such measures as are reasonable to ensure 
that the tree does not foul the overhead line. However, if tree growth is such that the line is no 
longer clear, the line operator (usually BT) should be contacted for advice. In all cases, once the 
lines have been cleared, woodland groups should ensure that the trees are managed in future to 
prevent fouling by regular pruning or coppicing. It may be possible to broker a deal with the line 
company that if they clear the line, the group will ensure that is does not become fouled again in 
future. 
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8.3 Underground services 
Underground services can be difficult to pinpoint. Sometimes, there will be ground markers for 
major pipelines and cables, but often domestic supplies and drainage pipes will not be marked. 
While sheltered underground, it is still possible that underground services will be affected by 
woodland work. Key considerations will be the location of tree planting together with any work 
that involves excavation, such as installing fence/gate posts, stiles benches and pathways. 
Underground services can be damaged by trees falling should the lifting root-plates break or 
expose any underground services. 

Underground services can be detected with the use of a Cable Avoidance Tool. CAT is an electronic 
detector which can locate some types of underground service, primarily power cables. However, 
it is less able to detect fibre-optic, clay, or plastic pipelines. 

For woodlands near to houses, it is possible the residents may be aware of any underground 
services, either from previous experience or from when services have been previously installed 
and maintained. Cable owners and operators should be able to give accurate information on the 
location of cables and these should be contacted well before any work is due to start. 

8.4 Water supplies and drains 
Many rural properties obtain domestic water supplies from ground and spring sources, rather 
than from piped water mains. It is essential to identify any properties that might obtain water 
from surface or underground sources within, or near to, the woodland area being managed. These 
domestic supplies will have their own pipe systems, some of which may be quite old. This can 
make them difficult to detect and they may not follow any logical route. Damage to these supply 
pipes can cause loss of supply, loss of necessary pressure or could pollute or discolour the supply. 

Likewise, foul water sewerage from properties may be on a private system, not connected to the 
main sewers. Damage to foul water pipe, septic tanks and soakaways can all cause problems for 
domestic properties and can potentially cause pollution due to foul water leaks. 

If in any doubt, consult with the owners of surrounding properties to determine whether there is 
any risk of impact to private water and foul water pipes. 

8.5 Walls, bridges and other structures 
Tree and shrub seeds can germinate within brickwork on walls, bridges and other structures. As 
their roots grow, the trees can cause significant damage to brick and stonework. For any such tree 
growth, consider removal and the prevention of regrowth by the application of a herbicide. Listed 
structures might require consent to clear vegetation growing in or around them. 

9 Access, Highways, and litter 
9.1 Public Rights of Way 
Public Rights of Way allow any member of the public access across private ground along a fixed 
route. Public footpaths allow access by foot only, though this now also includes wheelchairs, 
pushchairs and a walker can be accompanied by a dog(s) under close control. Public Bridleways 
allow access by foot, on horse and by bicycle. Motorised vehicle access along either route is only 
allowed with the landowner’s permission. It is the landowner’s responsibility to maintain the 
right of way, in an open and usable condition. This means that they should be free from 
obstructions, such as fallen trees or fences. Also, access points such as gates and stiles should be 
in sound condition. Where possible, the line of the footpath should be marked with yellow arrows 
for footpaths and blue arrows for bridleways. Footpaths should be at least 1m wide and 
bridleways 2m wide. 

In many cases, community woodland groups will aim to make access as easy as possible including: 
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• Installing simple steps to make it easier to move up and down slopes. 
• Installing a bridge over a stream. 
• Laying a path surface. 
• On narrow paths, passing places can be created where the path is made wider. 
• Gates are easier to use by many people than stiles. Many landowners prefer stiles at access 

points to pasture fields as there is no risk of stock escaping. It is possible to hang gates 
slightly off centre or add a weighted chain that will cause them to always swing closed. 

• A dog gate can be installed next to stiles to make it easier for dogs to move through. 
 

Access for wheelchair users should be accommodated wherever it is possible. Steep slopes and 
wet ground are serious barriers to wheelchair users and cannot always be simply or cheaply 
rectified. Many areas of Wales have wheelchair user groups that can provide advice and help on 
making access easier. 

9.2 Highways and works near to roads 
The highways authority is responsible for the condition of the roads. This includes obstructions 
due to trees and branches: both physical blockages and tree growth that obscures visibility. For 
most roads this will be the local authority, though in Wales some of the main A-class roads are 
managed directly by one of the Welsh Governments regional Trunk Roads Agencies. Once 
identified, obstructions, or trees in danger of becoming an obstruction, should be reported to the 
appropriate Agency or council. 

Felling of trees along roadsides is a hazardous task and should only be undertaken after careful 
consideration, having discussed the matter with a local highways officer. For many quiet country 
roads, it may be appropriate for a community group to carry out the work themselves. For any A-
class roads, roads above 40mph speed limit, roads in built-up areas and other busy roads, the 
work should be referred to the Highways Agency. There are regulations controlling how cones and 
road signs are placed on the highway for temporary works. 

In all cases, work must be carefully planned to ensure safety. The following are points to consider, 
but are not definitive, and are only meant for instances of small trees felled adjacent to very quiet 
roads and rural lanes. In all instances, take advice from the highways agency before undertaking 
work. 

• Ensure that you can safely stop traffic, traffic has enough distance to stop and that 
visibility lines are good. 

• Ensure you have enough workers on hand to clear a felled tree quickly and that it can be 
piled safely away from the road. 

• Ensure clear communication method between chainsaw users and those holding back 
traffic. 

• Plan to undertake work in a quiet period i.e. Sunday morning rather than 5pm on a Friday. 
• Ensure that you have more than one chainsaw and user to handle any instances of trapped 

saws, or saw failure, without causing delays. 
• Ensure that while the felled tree is quickly cleared, the chainsaw operators do not rush 

the job or otherwise fail to follow proper use of the saw. 
• Hi-Vis jackets should be worn by all workers anywhere near to the road. These must be 

long sleeved if the stated speed limit is greater than 30mph. 
• Roads should be swept of chainsaw dust, leaves and twigs. A leaf blower is ideal and can 

be hired quite cheaply, or perhaps borrowed. 
• A Risk Assessment should be completed for any specific roadside tree felling task. 

As with overhead lines, there may be an opportunity to support the work of the highways 
agency by ensuring that future management of trees within a woodland do not become a 
hazard to highway safety. 
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9.3 Waste, litter and fly-tipping 
Unfortunately, woodland sites can be targeted for illegal fly tipping. Such instances should be 
reported to the Local Authority that should arrange for collection. 

Removing and dealing with fly-tipping: 

• Smaller amounts might be removed by the group and taken to a landfill/recycling site. 
• If access is difficult, an arrangement could be made to move the waste to a roadside or 

other suitable location for collection by the Local Authority. 
• Any hazardous materials including dumped oil, liquids or asbestos should not be removed 

and instead should be reported to Natural Resources Wales. 
• If the woodland is a frequent fly-tip site, then consider whether you can place any access 

restrictions, such as a locked gate or barrier, to help discourage access. Of course, this 
might not be possible on sites where public access is encouraged. 

For issues relating to community litter collection and fly-tipping, you may be able to get help from 
Keep Wales Tidy, the Local Authority or NRW. 

10 Woodland Operations Checklist   
INSURANCE Yes/No Notes 

Up to date?   

Covers enough/right volunteers?   

Covers correct tools needed e.g. chainsaw?   

Landowners permission to undertake work?   

SAFETY   

Appropriate Risk Assessment to cover management tasks?   

Are Risk Assessments up to date?   

Do you have the necessary controls in place e.g. Protective kit?   

Have all tools be checked as being in serviceable condition?   

Has everyone been trained in correct tool use?   

Do power tool users have the correct certificates?   

TREE FELLING   

Do you have or need a felling license?   

Can you fell outside of bird nesting season?   

Is the tree likely to support a bat roost – splits, rot holes etc?   

Are there any TPOs or are the trees within a Buildings Conservation 
Area? 
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Will you need to burn brash and, if so, have you registered your 
exemption? 

  

If burning, have you informed the local Fire Service control with 
location and contact name/number? 

  

Have you considered the presence of dormice?   

RIGHTS of WAY and ACCESS   

Have you identified any Rights of Way and, if so, are they Bridleways 
or Footpaths? 

  

Are there any other rights of access to the land?   

Do you have the ability to warn, and hold back, pedestrians if felling 
over a Right of Way? 

  

WATER COURSES and POLLUTION   

Have you identified watercourses on site?   

Have you identified if any residential properties obtain water from the 
site? 

  

If using any chemicals or hazardous materials, have you planned 
storage areas and identified possible sources of pollution? 

  

Will any woodland management work result in silt and mud entering 
watercourses e.g. felling bank-side trees? 

  

Have otters been identified as using the watercourse, or have any holts 
or lay-ups been located? 

  

HIGHWAYS, PROPERTY, underground services and OVERHEAD 
LINES 

  

Are any trees to be felled within 2x tree height of a highway, overhead 
service, underground service or any public or private property? 

  

Have you undertaken a risk assessment for any tree felling in 
situations as indicated above? 

  

Do you have the necessary skills, tools and staffing to undertake the 
work safely? 

  

PROTECTED SITES   

Have you checked for the presence of SAMs, SSSIs or SACs?   

If so, have you consulted the relevant authority?   
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11 Useful Contacts and Advice 
Consider these links as a starting point for basic information. Always check you 
have the most up to date information. If in doubt, contact the relevant authority. 

Website links correct at time of publishing. 

Burning exemptions 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/permitting/116165.aspx 

Pollution prevention 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/pollution/32252.aspx 

General guidance on timber harvesting 

http://www.dardni.gov.uk/environ-guide-timber-harvest.pdf 

Fly tipping 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/HomeAndCommunity/WhereYouLive/Streetcleaninglitterandilleg
aldumping/DG_10029700 

Tree felling, general 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/treefellingaugust.pdf/$FILE/treefellingaugust.pdf 

Felling licenses 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-5z8nj2 

Bat roosts 

http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/bat_roosts.html 

Local Bat Groups 

http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/local_bat_groups.html 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (Wales) 

http://www.ccw.gov.uk/landscape--wildlife/protecting-our-landscape/special-landscapes--
sites/protected-landscapes/sssis.aspx 

Natura 2000 Sites - Special Areas of Conservation SACs 

http://www.ccw.gov.uk/landscape--wildlife/protecting-our-landscape/special-landscapes--
sites/international-designated-sites/natura-2000.aspx 

Local Records Centres Wales 

http://www.lrcwales.org.uk/ (a web portal to all 4 LRCs in Wales) 

Wildlife Trusts Wales 

http://www.wildlifetrustswales.org/ 

Invasive, non-native species 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/permitting/116165.aspx
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/pollution/32252.aspx
http://www.dardni.gov.uk/environ-guide-timber-harvest.pdf
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/HomeAndCommunity/WhereYouLive/Streetcleaninglitterandillegaldumping/DG_10029700
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/HomeAndCommunity/WhereYouLive/Streetcleaninglitterandillegaldumping/DG_10029700
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/treefellingaugust.pdf/$FILE/treefellingaugust.pdf
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-5z8nj2
http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/bat_roosts.html
http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/local_bat_groups.html
http://www.ccw.gov.uk/landscape--wildlife/protecting-our-landscape/special-landscapes--sites/protected-landscapes/sssis.aspx
http://www.ccw.gov.uk/landscape--wildlife/protecting-our-landscape/special-landscapes--sites/protected-landscapes/sssis.aspx
http://www.ccw.gov.uk/landscape--wildlife/protecting-our-landscape/special-landscapes--sites/international-designated-sites/natura-2000.aspx
http://www.ccw.gov.uk/landscape--wildlife/protecting-our-landscape/special-landscapes--sites/international-designated-sites/natura-2000.aspx
http://www.lrcwales.org.uk/
http://www.wildlifetrustswales.org/
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www.nonnativespecies.org/ 

Information sheets and methods of control for non-natives 

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/factsheet/index.cfm (search for species) 

Tree Preservation Orders & Trees within Conservation Areas 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/tposguide 

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/planning/policy/guidanceandleaflets/tpoguide/?lang=en 

Public Rights of Way 

http://www.ccw.gov.uk/enjoying-the-country/public-rights-of-way.aspx 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments 

http://www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/default.asp?id=106 

Search for historic sites 

http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/search/ 

Badgers and setts, general 

http://www.ccw.gov.uk/landscape--wildlife/habitats--species/species-
protection/mammals/badgers.aspx 

Forestry operations near badger setts 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/fcpg9.pdf/$FILE/fcpg9.pdf 

Dormouse 

http://www.mammal.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&id=217 

Woodland management & dormice 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/england-protectedspecies-dormouse.pdf/$FILE/england-
protectedspecies-dormouse.pdf 

Fire Service 

http://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/ Mid and West Wales 

http://www.southwales-fire.gov.uk/English/contactus/Pages/default.aspx South Wales 

Keep Wales Tidy 

http://www.keepwalestidy.org/ 

NRW D7WEX001 https://naturalresources.wales/media/3704/registering-exempt-waste-
operations.pdf 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-exemption-d7-burning-waste-in-the-open 

Tree hazard – FC PG13 http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/fcpg13.pdf/$file/fcpg13.pdf 

http://www.nonnativespecies.org/
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies/factsheet/index.cfm
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/tposguide
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/planning/policy/guidanceandleaflets/tpoguide/?lang=en
http://www.ccw.gov.uk/enjoying-the-country/public-rights-of-way.aspx
http://www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/default.asp?id=106
http://www.coflein.gov.uk/en/search/
http://www.ccw.gov.uk/landscape--wildlife/habitats--species/species-protection/mammals/badgers.aspx
http://www.ccw.gov.uk/landscape--wildlife/habitats--species/species-protection/mammals/badgers.aspx
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/fcpg9.pdf/$FILE/fcpg9.pdf
http://www.mammal.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&id=217
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/england-protectedspecies-dormouse.pdf/$FILE/england-protectedspecies-dormouse.pdf
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/england-protectedspecies-dormouse.pdf/$FILE/england-protectedspecies-dormouse.pdf
http://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/
http://www.southwales-fire.gov.uk/English/contactus/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.keepwalestidy.org/
https://naturalresources.wales/media/3704/registering-exempt-waste-operations.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/3704/registering-exempt-waste-operations.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-exemption-d7-burning-waste-in-the-open
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/fcpg13.pdf/$file/fcpg13.pdf



