Project Description

Aims and objectives

The underlying ambition of CAN is:

To generate increased economic growth and sustainable jobs by capitalising on Wales’ environmental qualities, particularly its landscape and wildlife. CAN will also develop and use innovative ways of enabling a wider range of Wales’ residents to benefit from these new opportunities.

CAN will realise its central ambition through the identification of a suite of three broad aims and consequent objectives: 

A. To maximise the environmentally-sustainable economic value of natural capital through increasing the volume, length and value of visits to the countryside. 

Objective 1: To increase the volume, length and value of leisure visits by enhancing and improving current and new natural sites and reserves.

Objective 2: To develop and launch a methodology to assess, and operational strategies to reduce, the negative environmental impact per unit of visitor economic value added.  

Note: ‘Natural capital’ is, in the context of this project, understood as a stock of natural heritage assets that, when utilized in an economy, yields economic benefits. (Outside this context the term has a wider meaning that encompasses the provision of the ecological services that underpin life-support and make economic activity possible).

B. To ensure that the benefits of project activities are shared with disadvantaged groups through employment, training and volunteering opportunities.

Objective 3: To use activities involved with improving the natural environment to provide employment, training, work experience or volunteering opportunities for those economically inactive due to health problems.

Objective 4: To use activities involved with improving the natural environment to provide employment, training, work experience or volunteering opportunities for those who need to improve their skills.

Objective 5: To use activities involved with improving the natural environment to provide employment, training, work experience or volunteering opportunities for those who are unemployed.

C. To enhance sustainable development in Wales by providing high quality local leisure opportunities and improving the attractiveness of each spatial plan area.

Objective 6: To better connect natural heritage sites and reserves to local communities and tourist or visitor ‘honey-pots’ by physical or intellectual linkages and/or the removal of cultural, psychological or other barriers.  

Objective 7: To develop a methodology to assess, and operational strategies to reduce, the level of CO2 emissions associated with the leisure activity of Welsh residents. This work will be linked to the project under Objective 2 above.

